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A. AMEMB BONN 271 To State Department 2o June 19<>2 (LN 93^6). 
D. ALO 630, 26 July 19<52. 

prom general freb1an for geii^al norstad, ambassador dowling, 
••; ■:':": '-l landon and general uatson. 

1. (SECRET) I propose that I reply to General Yakubovsky as 
follows: "I r.n In receipt of your letter of 25 July 1962. In ray 
vic-iv, the ratters included therein should nore properly be discussed 
between the Ar.crlcan and Soviet Commandants of Berlin. This action 
would appear to '00 in the spirit of ilnrslvl Xoniev's desire, as 
expressed to General Clarice, that commandant relationships be nor- 
irAlised. I an sure General Watson is prepared to discuss with 
General Solovycv the subject of you:* protest as well as any others 
whi ah night be appropriate. Respectfully" 

2. (SSC3ST) This reply is based on the following rationale: • 

a. For tic to respond to the substance of a protest which 
should be handled v/ithin the political chain of responsibility of 
the commandants would support the contention that the presence of 
our forces in Berlin is for purely military purposes and unrelated 
to the postwar agreements between our governments. 

b. In view of ths Soviets* propensity for presenting us 
with the alternative of equally unacceptable courses of action* I 
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believe that there may be additional disadvantages should I respond 
to the substance of the protest. Conceivably their aim could be to 
degrade either the commandants or the CINC3 depending upon try reply. 
My rebutting of the protest would infer either that I have authority 
to discuss these matters or that the natter is purely a military one. 
Refusal to comment or rejection of the protest, on the basis of lack 
of authority on my part, could conceivably be U3ed by the Soviets as 
a basis for terminating the ClifCS relationships or for referring such 
problems to General Korstad in the hope of developing contacts between 
NATO and Warsaw Pact. 

c. In summary, I believe the Ccr.rjcndcntJs position and his 
political role cust be uphold and thr.t &:>y inference as tc my author- 
ity to discuss or to deal with this protect should be avoided at this 
tine*- Therefore, I believe that the letter should neither be returned 
to CIHC GSFG nor referred to Uatcon. I sec nothing to be gained by 
denying or affirming ty authority to discv.ee such Matters, or by rebixt- 
ting the protest at this tir.e. 

d. Ily proposed reply might also Give impetus to vernalization 
of commandants relations. 

3. (C) I recommend that the proposed reply be approved and that 
it be coordinated with the British in order that my reply and General 
Cassel'3 nay be in consonance with each other. SCP~'l. 

ACTION* OSACEUR 

INPO S C0P3 

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS DECLASSIFIED APTER 12 YEARS 

DOD DIR 5200.10 
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